
 

 

 

 

    

     Checking to make sure email addresses are 

working. Please                                            

reply and send this back to me                         

   There is only a little over three months to the reunion May 28- Jun 1, 2014. The 

registration forms can now be found on the ship’s website for our next reunion.  

See the President’s desk for information on how to use it.   Bob 

 “The challenge coins are now available in the ship’s 
store!” 

  

  

  As of 12/31/13 active members stand 647.  New members are Chuck Whitman (lt;82-82); Phil Scenna Jr. 

(65-69; Sn); Alan  Luffman (MM3, 70-72); Mike Comte (BT3, 73-76), Vince Carota (78-79;os3) Howard 

Unrein (71-72; bt3)   I have their information for anyone who wishes to contact them.  Memorial page has 

128 names on it, with the addition of Lawrence Wiegand (Cs2:62-67) See notes below. 

 A lot of us have friends who we have kept in touch with who are not members.  We are asking you to 

contact them and get them to join us. 

  
  From the President’s Desk 
 The registration form for the 2014 San Francisco Reunion is now available 
on the website. There has been a significant change in how to 
register.  Previously, a member would download the form, print it out, fill it 
out, before mailing it with the check.  The process has now been 
simplified.  Now, you fill out the form through the website, print out the 
results, and mail it along with your check. 

  

Here’s how it works 

  



 

 

 

 

1.  Go to the DD-950 website 

  

2.  Click on the Reunion button on the left side 

  

3.  Click on the 2014 Reunion (Upcoming Events) 

  

4. The reunion itinerary will appear. As you will see, the activities are listed, 
along with the costs. Along the right side of the page, you will see a red 
column, with a small box next to the cost for each of the activities.  Enter the 
number of people who will be attending the reunion with you, then move on 
to the next activity. Place the number of people who will be taking the tour in 
the box and then move to the next day and repeat the process, until you 
reach the bottom of the page. 

  

5. Once you get to the bottom of the page, fill out your Registration 
information. 

  

6. Click the "Preview Form" button 

  

7. A new window will appear, listing all of the information that you filled out on 
the previous page.  Review all of the information, and confirm that 
everything is correct. 

  

8. If you need to make changes, close the window.  This will take you back 
to the reunion itinerary.  Repeat steps 4  - 7. 



 

 

 

 

  

9. If everything looks good, you may hit the print button and like magic, the 
final page, will printout. You will see that everything has been totaled for you, 
showing the costs associated with everything. The only thing left to do is mail 
the print out, along with your check. 

  

You can also just printout the entire form, fill it in by hand if you prefer. 

  

Here is an updated list of those who have submitted their registration and checks for the 
reunion in San Francisco, as of Feb. 17, 2014: 

RON ABEL 

RICK BANKS 

BYRON COOLEY 

DAVE CRAWFORD 

JOHN CRAWFORD 

BILL DAVIS 

JOHN FASCE 

TODD FOWLER 

DON HASLETT 

JJ HOGUE 

RUSTY 
HOWELL                                                                                                                             
                                                                             

DON KRUGER 



 

 

 

 

DALE PRESCOTT 

BILL RENNICK 

CARROLL RISBON 

MIKE ROBERTSON 

MIKE ROBINSON 

MIKE SHULTS 

BEN SMITH 

DON SIEMS 

JOE TRYTTEN 

JACK TURLEY 

DAVE WILLIAMS 

ROGER WILSON 

Raymond Wilson 

Robert Sheard 

 SPECIAL ATTENTION: 

  

We have to make some changes to the upcoming reunion. The first thing that 
is changing is the cutoff date for accepting registrations. The cutoff date is 
now April 1, 2014. 

  

The second change is directed at the Muirwoods/Sonoma tour. Initially we 
planned on utilizing two 36 passenger buses. We are limiting this tour to one 
36 passenger bus. At this time, we only have 31 people on this tour. There 



 

 

 

 

are only five additional seats available and these seats will be filled on a first 
come, first served basis.  

  

The next and last item is the Harbor Cruise. We had planned on a large 
turnout for the cruise and needed 100 people to secure our own boat. We 
have not come close to that figure, so we’ll need to join a cruise with the 
general public. It should still be a nice way to end the day. We will keep you 
informed. 

  

As you may have guessed, the changes we have had to make are due to 
attendance being way down. We currently have a total of 80 people signed 
up. While there are still a few registrations that are expected, I suspect we 
will not exceed 90 participants. Hopefully we will not have to make any 
further changes. If we do, we will get the message out as soon as possible. 

  

In the mean time, all those who are attending reunion might consider where 
to hold the 2016 Reunion. If you wish to make a presentation please let me 
know. Be prepared to be actively involved in the planning and scheduling of 
events. You will be the boots on the ground. This will be voted on by those 
attending the business meeting. 

  

Another item that is scheduled for the business meeting, are elections for 
two positions on the executive board. Those positions are the treasurer and 
president. Nominations and a vote will taken prior to the conclusion of the 
meeting. If anyone has something to bring up at the meeting, please let me 
know so that we can add it to the business meeting agenda. 

 

  



 

 

 

 

Joseph J. Hogue 

 

 

  

 

   From your Reunion Coordinator 

 A suggestion for those not knowing what to do about the hop on/off bus tours. Thursday is a great day 
to hop on/off tour the city.  Even with you going to Alcatraz in the morning , there is plenty of time to 
see the city before dinner at Neptune’s. 

Friday is another great day to tour the city with the hop on/off bus if you choose not to go to Sonoma & 
Muirwoods.  REMEMBER, only 36 people can sign up for the Sonoma trip, due to no parking for big 
buses. As of this email only 3 seats remain.  So, not going to Sonoma & Muirwoods allows you to 
purchase the 48 hour hop on/ hop off pass for the price listed on the registration packet. 

If you plan to tour Sonoma & Muirwoods, your best bet is to purchase a one day hop on/ off pass on 
your own when we get into San Francisco Thursday.  You will have ample time after your Alcatraz Island 
tour to tour the city.  There are ticket booths everywhere between Fisherman’s Wharf and pier 39. 

Upon your arrival for the reunion, I will have locations for you to purchase your day pass. 

shops… OH MY! 

Enjoy the holidays, may your house and hearts be full of joy! 

Ralph (Wolfman) 

 

 

 Web Site change 

 We added something new to the ship’s website under the ship’s info section in the history portion check it out.  We are 

looking for more history of the Edwards’ to place there.  Also will be starting to make other changes to the site in the 
future, will keep you informed. 

 



 

 

 

 

 Secretary Desk 

  I am asking for any leads of shipmate that you are in contact with, who are not members 

of the Edwards’ Association.  If you have not verified your address and phone number 

please take a few minutes and email me at bullcs3@hotmail.com . On Face book there is 

a face book page for the Richard S Edwards.  On it is 102 names of people who were on 

the Edwards or related to Edwards’ crew members. 14 of them are not members to this 

association.   

.   

Treasures Report 

 February 1, 2014 - February 28, 2014  

 Beginning Balance $ 7,235.41 Income 9,521.86 
 Expenses 0.00 
 Ending Balance $16,757.27 

 

 

  

> Jim 

 Memories 

I found this article very interesting. The most notable fact is that 2.7 million Americans actually served in the 
Vietnam Theater of war. 
In the last census nearly 14 million Americans claimed they served in Vietnam. Four out of five are lying. I 
wonder why.  
For over 30 years I, like many Vietnam veterans, seldom spoke of Vietnam, except with other veterans, 
when training soldiers, and in public speeches. These past five years I have joined the hundreds of 
thousands who believe it is high time the truth be told about the Vietnam War and the people who served 
there. It's time the American people learn that the United States military did not lose the War, and that a 
surprisingly high number of people who claim to have served there, in fact, DID NOT. 
As Americans, support the men and women involved in the War on Terrorism. The media is once again 
working tirelessly to undermine their efforts and force a psychological loss or stalemate for the United 
States. We cannot stand by and let the media do to today's warriors what they did to us 35 years ago. 
Below are some assembled facts most readers will find interesting. It isn't a long read, but it will ... I 
guarantee ... teach you some things you did not know about the Vietnam War and those who served, 
fought, or died there. Please share it with those with whom you communicate.  
Capt. Marshal Hanson, U.S.N.R (Ret.) 
Capt. Scott Beaton, Statistical Source 
Vietnam War Facts: 
Facts, Statistics, Fake Warrior Numbers, and Myths Dispelled 
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9,087,000 (Million) military personnel served on active duty during the official Vietnam-era from August 5, 
1964 to May 7, 1975. 
2,709,918 Americans served in uniform in Vietnam 
Veterans represented 9.7% of their generation 
240 men were awarded the Medal of Honor during the Vietnam War 
1. The first man to die in Vietnam was James Davis, in 1958. He was with the 509th Radio Research 
Station. Davis Station in Saigon was named for him.  
2. 58,148 were killed in Vietnam  
3. 75,000 were severely disabled.  
4. 23,214 were 100% disabled.  
5. 5,283 lost limbs.  
6. 1,081 sustained multiple amputations.  
7. Of those killed, 61% were younger than 21.  
8. 11,465 of those killed were younger than 20 years old.  
9. Of those killed, 17,539 were married.  
10. Average age of men killed: 23.1 years.  
11. Five men killed in Vietnam were only 16 years old.  
12. The oldest man killed was 62 years old.  
13. As of January 15, 2004, there are 1,875 Americans still unaccounted for from the Vietnam War.  
14. 97% of Vietnam Veterans were honorably discharged.  
15. 91% of Vietnam Veterans say they are glad they served.  
16. 74% say they would serve again, even knowing the outcome.  
17. Vietnam veterans have a lower unemployment rate than the same non-vet age groups.  
18. Vietnam veterans' personal income exceeds that of our non-veteran age group by more than 18%.  
19. 87% of Americans hold Vietnam Veterans in high esteem.  
20. There is no difference in drug usage between Vietnam Veterans and non-Vietnam Veterans of the same 
age group (Source: Veterans Administration Study)  
21. Vietnam Veterans are less likely to be in prison - only one-half of one percent of Vietnam Veterans have 
been jailed for crimes.  
22. 85% of Vietnam Veterans made successful transitions to civilian life.  
23. Interesting Census Stats and "Been There" Wanabees:  
a. 1,713,823 of those who served in Vietnam were still alive as of August, 1995 (census figures).  
b. During that same Census count, the number of Americans falsely claiming to have served in-country 
was: 9,492,958.  
24. As of the current Census taken during August, 2000, the surviving U.S. Vietnam Veteran population 
estimate is: 1,002,511. This is hard to believe, losing nearly 711,000 between '95 and '00. That's 390 per 
day.  
24. During this Census count, the number of Americans falsely claiming to have served in-country is: 
13,853,027. By this census, FOUR OUT OF FIVE WHO CLAIM TO BE Vietnam vets are not.  
25. The Department of Defense Vietnam War Service Index officially provided by The War Library originally 
reported with errors that 2,709,918 U.S. Military personnel as having served in-country. Corrections and 
confirmations to this erroneous index resulted in the addition of 358 U.S. Military personnel confirmed to 
have served in Vietnam but not originally listed by the Department of Defense. (All names are currently on 
file and accessible 24/7/365).  
26. Isolated atrocities committed by American Soldiers produced torrents of outrage from anti-war critics 
and the news media while Communist atrocities were so common that they received hardly any media 
mention at all. The United States sought to minimize and prevent attacks on civilians while North Vietnam 
made attacks on civilians a centerpiece of its strategy.  
27. Americans who deliberately killed civilians received prison sentences while Communists who did so 
received commendations. From 1957 to 1973, the National Liberation Front assassinated 36,725 
Vietnamese and abducted another 58,499. The death squads focused on leaders at the village level and on 
anyone who improved the lives of the peasants such as medical personnel, social workers, and school 
teachers. - Nixon Presidential Papers.  



 

 

 

 

Common Myths Dispelled: 
#1. Myth: Common Belief is that most Vietnam veterans were drafted.  
Fact: 2/3 of the men who served in Vietnam were volunteers. 2/3 of the men who served in World War II 
were drafted. Approximately 70% of those killed in Vietnam were volunteers.  
#2. Myth: The media have reported that suicides among Vietnam veterans range from 50,000 to 100,000 - 
6 to 11 times the non-Vietnam veteran population.  
Fact: Mortality studies show that 9,000 is a better estimate. "The CDC Vietnam Experience Study Mortality 
Assessment showed that during the first 5 years after discharge, deaths from suicide were 1.7 times more 
likely among Vietnam veterans than non-Vietnam veterans. After that initial post-service period, Vietnam 
veterans were no more likely to die from suicide than non-Vietnam veterans. In fact, after the 5-year 
post-service period, the rate of suicides is less in the Vietnam veterans' group.  
#3.Myth: Common belief is that a disproportionate number of blacks were killed in the Vietnam War.  
Fact: 86% of the men who died in Vietnam were Caucasians, 12.5% were black, and 1.2% was other races. 
Sociologists Charles C. Moskos and John Sibley Butler, in their recently published book "All That We Can 
Be," said they analyzed the claim that blacks were used like cannon fodder during Vietnam "and can report 
definitely that this charge is untrue. Black fatalities amounted to 12 percent of all Americans killed in 
Southeast Asia, a figure proportional to the number of blacks in the U.S. Population at the time and slightly 
lower than the proportion of blacks in the Army at the close of the war."  
#4 Myth: Common belief is that the war was fought largely by the poor and uneducated.  
Fact: Servicemen who went to Vietnam from well-to-do areas had a slightly elevated risk of dying because 
they were more likely to be pilots or infantry officers. Vietnam Veterans were the best educated forces our 
nation had ever sent into combat. 79% had a high school education or better. Here are statistics from the 
Combat Area Casualty File (CACF) as of November 1993. The CACF is the basis for the Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial (The Wall): Average age of 58,148 killed in Vietnam was 23.11 years. (Although 58,169 names 
are in the Nov. 93 database, only 58,148 have both event date and birth date. Event date is used instead of 
declared dead date for some of those who were listed as missing in action) Deaths Average Age Total: 
58,148, 23.11 years Enlisted: 50,274, 22.37 years Officers: 6,598, 28.43 years Warrants: 1,276, 24.73 
years E1 525, 20.34 years 11B MOS: 18,465, 22.55 years 
 
#5 Myth: The common belief is the average age of an infantryman fighting in Vietnam was 19.  
Fact: Assuming KIAs accurately represented age groups serving in Vietnam, the average age of an 
infantryman (MOS 11B) serving in Vietnam to be 19 years old is myth, it is actually 22. None of the enlisted 
grades have an average age of less than 20. The average man who fought in World War II was 26 years of 
age.  
#6 Myth: The Common belief is that the domino theory was proved false.  
Fact: The domino theory was accurate. The ASEAN (Association of Southeast Asian Nations) countries, 
Philippines, Indonesia, Malaysia, Singapore, and Thailand stayed free of Communism because of the U.S. 
commitment to Vietnam. The Indonesians threw the Soviets out in 1966 because of Americas commitment 
in Vietnam. Without that commitment, Communism would have swept all the way to the Malacca Straits that 
is south of Singapore and of great strategic importance to the free world. If you ask people who live in these 
countries that won the war in Vietnam, they have a different opinion from the American news media. The 
Vietnam War was the turning point for Communism.  
 
#7 Myth: The common belief is that the fighting in Vietnam was not as intense as in World War II.  
Fact: The average infantryman in the South Pacific during World War II saw about 40 days of combat in four 
years. The average infantryman in Vietnam saw about 240 days of combat in one year thanks to the 
mobility of the helicopter. One out of every 10 Americans who served in Vietnam was a casualty ... 58,148 
were killed and 304,000 wounded out of 2.7 million who served. Although the percent that died is similar to 
other wars, amputations or crippling wounds were 300 percent higher than in World War II ... 75,000 
Vietnam veterans are severely disabled. MEDEVAC helicopters flew nearly 500,000 missions. Over 
900,000 patients were airlifted (nearly half were American). The average time lapse between wounding to 
hospitalization was less than one hour. As a result, less than one percent of all Americans wounded, who 
survived the first 24 hours, died. The helicopter provided unprecedented mobility. Without the helicopter it 



 

 

 

 

would have taken three times as many troops to secure the 800 mile border with Cambodia and Laos (the 
politicians thought the Geneva Conventions of 1954 and the Geneva Accords or 1962 would secure the 
border).  
#8 Myth: Kim Phuc, the little nine year old Vietnamese girl running naked from the napalm strike near Trang 
Bang on 8 June 1972 ... shown a million times on American television ... was burned by Americans bombing 
Trang Bang. 
Fact: No American had involvement in this incident near Trang Bang that burned Phan Thi Kim Phuc. The 
planes doing the bombing near the village were VNAF (Vietnam Air Force) and were being flown by 
Vietnamese pilots in support of South Vietnamese troops on the ground. The Vietnamese pilot who dropped 
the napalm in error is currently living in the United States. Even the AP photographer, Nick Ut, who took the 
picture, was Vietnamese. The incident in the photo took place on the second day of a three day battle 
between the North Vietnamese Army (NVA) who occupied the village of Trang Bang and the ARVN (Army 
of the Republic of Vietnam) who were trying to force the NVA out of the village. Recent reports in the news 
media that an American commander ordered the air strike that burned Kim Phuc are incorrect. There were 
no Americans involved in any capacity. "We (Americans) had nothing to do with controlling VNAF," 
according to Lieutenant General (Ret) James F. Hollingsworth, the Commanding General of TRAC at that 
time. Also, it has been incorrectly reported that two of Kim Phuc's brothers were killed in this incident. They 
were Kim's cousins not her brothers.  
 
#9 Myth: The United States lost the war in Vietnam.  
Fact: The American military was not defeated in Vietnam. The American military did not lose a battle of any 
consequence. From a military standpoint, it was almost an unprecedented performance. General 
Westmoreland quoting Douglas Pike, a professor at the University of California, Berkley a major military 
defeat for the VC and NVA.  
FACT: THE UNITED STATES DID NOT LOSE THE WAR IN VIETNAM, THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE DID. 
Read on ...  
The fall of Saigon happened 30 April 1975, two years AFTER the American military left Vietnam. The last 
American troops departed in their entirety 29 March 1973.  
FACT: How could we lose a war we had already stopped fighting? We fought to an agreed stalemate. The 
peace settlement was signed in Paris on 27 January 1973.  
It called for release of all U.S. prisoners, withdrawal of U.S. forces, limitation of both sides' forces inside 
South Vietnam and a commitment to peaceful reunification.  
The 140,000 evacuees in April 1975 during the fall of Saigon consisted almost entirely of civilians and 
Vietnamese military, NOT American military running for their lives.  
There were almost twice as many casualties in Southeast Asia (primarily Cambodia) the first two years after 
the fall of Saigon in 1975 then there were during the ten years the U.S. was involved in Vietnam.  
Thanks for the perceived loss and the countless assassinations and torture visited upon Vietnamese, 
Laotians, and Cambodians goes mainly to the American media and their undying 
support-by-misrepresentation of the anti-War movement in the United States.  
As with much of the Vietnam War, the news media misreported and misinterpreted the 1968 Tet Offensive. 
It was reported as an overwhelming success for the Communist forces and a decided defeat for the U.S. 
Forces. Nothing could be further from the truth. Despite initial victories by the Communists forces, the Tet 
Offensive resulted in a major defeat of those forces. General Vo Nguyen Giap, the designer of the Tet 
Offensive, is considered by some as ranking with Wellington, Grant, Lee and MacArthur as a great 
commander. Still, militarily, the Tet Offensive was a total defeat of the Communist forces on all fronts. It 
resulted in the death of some 45,000 NVA troops and the complete, if not total destruction of the Viet Cong 
elements in South Vietnam. The Organization of the Viet Cong Units in the South never recovered. The Tet 
Offensive succeeded on only one front and that was the News front and the political arena. This was 
another example in the Vietnam War of an inaccuracy becoming the perceived truth. However, inaccurately 
reported, the News Media made the Tet Offensive famous.  
Please give all credit and research to: 
Capt. Marshal Hanson, U.S.N.R (Ret.) 
Capt. Scott Beaton, Statistical Source 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ship’s Store 

Ship mates who have made their reservation for the next reunion 

Richard Banks, David Crawford, Ralph Draeger, Todd Fowler, ,Jerry Heinen, Robert Hillman, Joseph Hogue, Russell Howell, Don 

Kruger, Robert Millman, Carl Paul, George Pavlovich, William Rennicke, Michael Robertson, Joe Trytten, John Turley, Roger 

Wilson,Robert sheard.  Next email will give the final for reservation received. 

  

Missing shipmates 

Newsletter Notes 

 What is a challenge coin?  For the answer type in search challenge coin history answer will be 
found using WIKIPEDIA.  Other units have a coin so your executive board had the same 
company who made your reunion pins make our ship’s coin. 

 

  
 

 

 The free guestbook service that was used on the website was discontinued by the 
vendor.  For the interim, the guestbook buttons have been removed from the website. 

We are currently looking for a suitable replacement.  Once we locate one, the buttons will be 

restored. 
 

Thank you, 

  

Subject: Actual footage - Kamikaze attack in 1945 

 

 



 

 

 

 

This is outstanding video footage..... 

A kamikaze attack in 1945 … this clip gives you a feel for what it was like in the gun turret. 

 HTTPS://www.dropbox.com/sh/4zkp7hvrgbcd7gd/D-qPNsG9ym#lh:null-Laffey%20Enhanced%

20vo%203.wmv 

Notes Received from last month 

 

I am sorry to inform you of Lawrence t. Wiegand passing on June 18th 2013. He did serve on 
the Richard S Edward DD950 and really enjoyed your site.  
 
Thank-You 
Linda Wiegand-Wife 
 

 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/4zkp7hvrgbcd7gd/D-qPNsG9ym#lh:null-Laffey%20Enhanced%20vo%203.wmv
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/4zkp7hvrgbcd7gd/D-qPNsG9ym#lh:null-Laffey%20Enhanced%20vo%203.wmv

